2009 Higher School Certificate Specimen Examination Paper

Arabic Beginners

Introduction

This package contains:

e aspecimen examination paper for the 2009 Higher School Certificate written
examination in Arabic Beginners (including a transcript of the Section I Listening
texts);

e amapping grid, showing how each question in the examination relates to the
syllabus outcomes and content, and to the performance bands;

e sample marking guidelines for questions in Sections I, II and III;

e the marking guidelines for the oral examination;

e the performance band descriptions for Arabic Beginners, which have been
modified to reflect the changes in the revised syllabus.

The HSC examination in Arabic Beginners consists of a written paper worth 80 marks
and an oral examination worth 20 marks. The oral examination is a general
conversation between the candidate and an examiner, in which they discuss the
candidate’s personal world as it relates to the prescribed topics in the syllabus. The
marking guidelines for the oral examination are also published on the Board’s website
at http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/.

This specimen paper has been produced in accordance with the Board’s Principles for
Setting HSC Examinations in a Standards-Referenced Framework, published in Board
Bulletin Volume 8 Number 9 (Nov/Dec 1999), which is available on the Board’s
website at http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/bulletins/index.html. Questions are
closely related to the outcomes of the course, and the papers as a whole are structured
to allow for appropriate differentiation of student performance at all levels on the
performance scale.

The paper has been designed so that students have a clear understanding of what they
are required to do in each question, and in working through the paper. Where key
words such as ‘discuss’, ‘analyse’, and ‘explain’, appear in questions, they have been
used consistently in accordance with the Board’s Glossary of Key Words (available
on the Board’s website at http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/syllabus_hsc/).

This specimen paper is one example of the type of examination that could be prepared
within the examination specifications in the revised Arabic Beginners syllabus.
Examinations will be based on the syllabus, and will test a representative sample of
syllabus outcomes. Therefore, the range and balance of outcomes tested in HSC
examinations in 2009 and subsequent years may differ from those addressed in the
specimen paper. In subsequent examinations, the style and structure of the questions
may differ from those in this specimen paper. As a suite, the specimen papers for all
the Beginners courses indicate a range of possible variations in terms of structure and
question style.

The mapping grid is an important feature of the development of the examination. It
aids in ensuring that the examination as a whole samples a range of content and



outcomes, and allows the full range of students the opportunity to demonstrate their
level of achievement.

Marking guidelines are developed at the same time as the examination questions, and
show the criteria to be applied to the responses to questions, together with the marks
to be awarded in line with the quality of the responses. Where appropriate, a sample
answer is provided. The sample answer is one example of the type of response that
would be sufficient to gain full marks, and is included as an indication of the scope
and depth required. For extended-response questions, performance is described at a
number of levels of performance, each covering a range of marks. Marking guidelines
may require some refinement at the marking centre to take account of unanticipated
responses that students may present. In many cases, the standard described at each
mark range will be made clear during pilot-marking by the selection of sample scripts.

There are a number of points to note in considering the Arabic Beginners specimen

paper:

o The Arabic Beginners specimen paper is one of nine Beginners specimen papers.
The syllabuses share a common structure, and the examination specifications are
essentially the same for all nine syllabuses. The specimen examinations were
developed as a suite, so that some identical or similar items appear in a number of
the specimen papers. This will not be the case for the HSC examinations. A
number of the items in the papers have been sourced from recent Beginners HSC
examinations, which reflects the similarities between the revised courses and the
courses they replaced.

e The format of the specimen paper follows the new examination specifications.
The examination specifications allow variation in a number of aspects of the
examination, such as the number of listening texts in Section I and the word limits
for the two writing tasks in Section III. The nine Beginners specimen papers, as a
suite, reflect a range of possible examinations. These aspects of HSC examination
papers in 2009 and subsequent years may differ from the specimen paper.

o Rubrics indicating general criteria for judging performance for extended response
questions have been placed at the beginning of Parts A and B of Section III, to
indicate the criteria that will be used to assess responses to the question(s). These
criteria are in addition to criteria specific to each question.

o Sample marking guidelines are included for one short-answer question from each
of Section I — Listening and Section II — Reading, as well as for the three writing
tasks in Section III. An indication of the range of marking guidelines for short-
answer questions can be gained by considering the sample Section I and Section II
marking guidelines from across the suite of Beginners specimen papers.
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Student Number

Arabic Beginners

General Instructions

* Reading time — 10 minutes

* Working time — 2 hours and
30 minutes

* Write using black or blue pen

* Monolingual and/or bilingual
print dictionaries may be used

* Write your Centre Number and
Student Number at the top of
this page and pages 9 and 21

Total marks — 80

Pages 2-5

30 marks
* Attempt Questions 1-9

* This section should take approximately 40 minutes

Pages 9-18

30 marks
* Attempt Questions 10-13
¢ Allow about 1 hour for this section

Section III ) Pages 21-24

20 marks
This section has two parts, Part A and Part B

e Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Part A — 10 marks
 Attempt Questions 1415

Part B — 10 marks
* Attempt Question 16



Section I — Listening

30 marks
Attempt Questions 1-9
This section should take approximately 40 minutes

You will hear NINE texts. Each text will be read twice. The question for each text will be
read once before the first reading of the text. There will be a pause after the first reading in
which you may make notes. However, you may make notes at any time. You will be given
adequate time after the second reading to complete your answer. Answer the questions in
ENGLISH in the spaces provided. In the case of multiple-choice questions, tick the box that
corresponds to the correct response. You may proceed to Section II as soon as you have
finished Question 9.

Marks | Candidate’s
Question 1 (2 marks) Notes

Why is Salem’s mother annoyed? 2

Question 2 (1 mark)
Where would you hear this announcement? 1

(A) At a fashion parade
(B) At adepartment store
(C) At a football match

NN

(D) At a sports carnival

-
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Question 3 (3 marks)

What does the Star Centre offer its guests?

Question 4 (3 marks)

Why would Layyal be relieved at the end of the conversation?

Question 5 (4 marks)

Complete the message to be left for Susan.

WHho Called: ettt res

TiMe Of CAll: oot

Message: =
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Marks
Question 6 (4 marks)
Is the supervisor’s decision justified? Support your answer with 4
reference to the text.
Question 7 (4 marks)
Summarise in dot point form the main ideas in the news item. 4

4
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Marks | Candidate’s
Question 8 (4 marks) Notes

How does the young man persuade Sally to go to the new restaurant? 4

Question 9 (5 marks)

Why does the girl think that her father is being unfair? 5

You may now proceed to Section II

_5_
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2009 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE SPECIMEN EXAMINATION
Arabic Beginners

Centre Number

Section II — Reading

30 marks Student Number

Attempt Questions 10-13
Allow about 1 hour for this section

Read the texts, then answer the questions in ENGLISH in the spaces provided.

Question 10 (4 marks)

Please turn over

—_9_
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Question 10 (4 marks)

Read the text, then answer the question that follows.
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Question 10 continues on page 11
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Marks
Question 10 (continued)

Nisreen has mixed feelings as she is writing this postcard. Why? 4

End of Question 10

Please turn over

11 -
2009 HSC Specimen Paper



Question 11 (7 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
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Question 11 continues on page 13
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Marks
Question 11 (continued)

(a) What are the friends talking about? 1
(b) What is Walid’s opinion? 2
(c) Compare Soumaya’s and Hani’s situations. 4

End of Question 11
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Question 12 (9 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
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Question 12 continues on page 15

—14 -
2009 HSC Specimen Paper

:J |f9.u..

P
. ¢
: I

:J | 5

-
¢

Oyel

J 15

.
U

—_—\

o

‘o



Question 12 (continued)

(a) How did the band’s name originate?

(b) How has fame changed life for Amin and the band?

(c) How do the members of the AMANI band show that they value their Arabic
heritage?

(d) In what ways is the band a good role model for young people?

End of Question 12
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Question 13 (10 marks)

Read the text, then answer the questions that follow.
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Question 13 continues on page 17
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Question 13 (continued)
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Question 13 continues on page 18
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Marks
Question 13 (continued)

(a) What agreement had the two friends reached? 1

(b) How is Sarah planning to save money? 4

(c) What is Sarah most likely to do upon receiving Wendy’s reply? Justify your 5
response.

End of Question 13
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2009 HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE SPECIMEN EXAMINATION
Arabic Beginners

Centre Number

Section III — Writing in Arabic
20 marks
Allow about 50 minutes for this section

Student Number

Part A — 10 marks
Attempt Questions 14-15

Answer the questions in the spaces provided.

In your answers you will be assessed on how well you:

m demonstrate relevance of ideas, information or opinions

m write texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience

m sequence and structure information and ideas

m demonstrate control of a range of vocabulary and language structures

Marks
Question 14 (4 marks)

Write a postcard to your penfriend in Lebanon telling him/her about Sydney’s 4
tourist attractions and inviting him/her to come and stay with you. Write
approximately 50 words in ARABIC.

—21-
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Marks
Question 15 (6 marks)

Salwa receives the following email from Hussam. Imagine you are Salwa. Write an 6
email in response. Write approximately 75 words in ARABIC.
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Section III (continued)

Part B — 10 marks
Attempt Question 16

Answer the question in the space provided.

In your answer you will be assessed on how well you:

m demonstrate relevance of ideas, information or opinions

m write texts appropriate to context, purpose and audience

m sequence and structure information and ideas

m demonstrate control of a range of vocabulary and language structures

Marks
Question 16 (10 marks)

Answer ONE of the following questions. Write approximately 125 words in
ARABIC.

’ 3 ST CE et ral a
(a) ;UAJI b.:\.éb.c‘dLu.n‘) ‘JTHSI/%":\SI .47\:iJ,_]| C)::;JI ] SJL‘}J ‘dé‘)u—gda:ﬂ 10
2 / z R

You are holidaying in the Arabic-speaking world, visiting several famous cities.
Write a letter to your friend in Australia telling him/her about your trip.

OR

Y
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Write a letter to students at your sister-school in Jordan in response to a request
for information about how young people in Australia spend their free time.

Question 16 continues on page 24
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Question attempted 16( )

End of paper
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Question 1
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Question 4
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Question 7
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2009 HSC Arabic Beginners Specimen paper — Translation

Section I — Listening

Question 1

MOTHER: Salem! Salem! Dinner is ready. Did you hear me? I asked you to set the
table and you didn’t. Come now before the food gets cold.

SALEM:  Can I finish my work?

MOTHER: You always say the same thing. This is what you said yesterday and the
day before. You never help me. Come now before I get angry.

Question 2

The soccer World Cup will start next week. Forget fashion. We now have a special
offer for men and children. Two jerseys for the price of one! We have jerseys for all
international teams. All colours and sizes! Wear jerseys! Live the event!

Question 3

Welcome to the Stars Centre. The Centre presents the most famous Arab singers. It
opens daily except Thursday, from 9 pm to 4 am. Saturday night is a special night
with a special program including belly dancing and a door prize for our guests.

Question 4

TEACHER: What’s wrong, Layyal? Why are you crying?

LAYYAL: I lost my wallet.

TEACHER: When was that?

LAYYAL: A few minutes ago. But I didn’t buy lunch. I’'m so hungry.
TEACHER: Don’t worry! Take this money to buy lunch.

LAYYAL: But...

TEACHER: But what? Is there something else?

LAYYAL: How will I get back home without money?

TEACHER: All right, come with me, let’s call your parents to ask them to pick you up
when the bell rings at 3.00pm.




Question 5

EDDY:

WOMAN:

EDDY:

WOMAN:

EDDY:

WOMAN:

EDDY:

WOMAN:

EDDY:

WOMAN:

EDDY:

Question 6

FEMALE:

MALE:

FEMALE:

MALE:

FEMALE:

MALE:

FEMALE:

MALE:

Question 7

Arabic Beginners 2009 Specimen paper — Translation

Hello, I'm Eddy. Is Susan there?

Sorry, she is at tennis training.

When will she be back?

Ummm. What’s the time now?

About 6.

She will be home before dinner. Do you want her to call you back?
Yes, thanks. I need to talk to her about the dance party on Sunday.
I will tell her. How is your aunt Mona?

I don’t have an aunt called Mona.

Aren’t you Eddy from tennis?

No, no. I’'m with Susan in the same class at school.

Can I have a minute with you please?
Yes.

I want to work for only four days a week. I can’t work on Fridays starting
tomorrow.

Why didn’t you tell me this before? You know that we are busy on
Fridays. Who’s going to work in your place?

Wedad.

Wedad! Wedad is new and has not had much experience. I can’t find
another person in this short time.

But I enrolled at TAFE on Fridays.

I’'m sorry. I can’t let you go. We agreed that you work on a full time
basis.

Due to the existence of some strange ideas amongst individuals in our society, which
has caused distancing and lack of cooperation between various ethnic communities, it
has been decided that a festival will be held in Sydney where all ethnic groups are
invited to present folk dance and songs as well as national costumes.

The organisers of this festival hope that during the day, people of different
backgrounds get to know about each other so that these strange ideas, which are
rejected by the Australian society, change and disappear.




Arabic Beginners 2009 Specimen paper — Translation

Question 8
MALE: Sally, a new Arabic restaurant has opened. Let’s try it!

SALLY: But they use a lot of garlic! You know I don’t like garlic.

MALE: Don’t worry! They have many delicious foods without garlic. Take this
menu.
SALLY: But the food is expensive.

MALE: Yes, but they have 50% off all this month. We don’t usually go to any
interesting places.

SALLY: Why don’t we have pizza, as always?
MALE: I’'m sick of pizza.
SALLY: I don’t know.

MALE: Ah, I remember. Henry’s birthday is on next week. We can celebrate it
there.

SALLY: All right, ok. Let’s ask him if he likes Arabic food.

Question 9

GIRL: Dad, would you let me go to the movies with Miriam?

DAD: No, you are busy this afternoon.

GIRL: But Dad I cleaned my room. What else?

DAD: You have exams on Monday. [ won’t let you go out during exam time.
GIRL: But I finished my homework and studied for my exams. I did not leave

the house all this week. And Nabeel my cousin...

DAD: Who? That lunatic?

GIRL: Nabeel agreed to take us in his car.

DAD: Listen! I won’t allow you to ride in his car.

GIRL: But Dad!

DAD: Listen I haven’t forgotten last year’s results.

GIRL: That was last year. I’'m now trying my best and am studying every day.
DAD: I said, no. “No” means “no”.

GIRL: But, that is not fair.




Arabic Beginners 2009 Specimen paper — Translation

Section II — Reading

Question 10

Nisreen.

Dear Samer,

Greetings from Cairo.

Cairo is a very beautiful city. I went to the Egyptian
Museum yesterday. You can’t imagine how wonderful

some good news for you. I met a dark and cute guy in
Cairo and he invited me to spend the holidays with his
family and friends. I really liked meeting them.

Samer, I wish you a happy birthday. Once again sorry
and see you next year.

it is. I saw the city from the top of the tower. I walked Samer Sherif

on the banks of the Nile and I bought souvenirs. By the 26 George Street
way, I bought you your birthday present but you have Sydney NSW 2000
to wait a little. Sorry I can’t be at your party. I have AUSTRALIA

Question 11 (Chat Room)

HANTI:
SOUMAYA:
WALID:
SOUMAYA:

WALID:

SOUMAYA:

HANI:

Hi Soumaya what is our topic today?

I want to talk about mobile phones.

Hello, did you start without me?

No we have just started. We are talking about mobile phones.

I am actually thinking of switching off my mobile phone during study
time because | cannot concentrate on my studies especially since my
friends always call me at inconvenient times and they want to talk about
trivial matters. It also costs me a lot of money.

Walid you are starting to talk like my dad. He has put conditions on using
mobile phones. He does not let me use it after 9:00 pm. And if he hears
me, he takes it away from me for a week.

As for me, my dad doesn’t mind buying me and my siblings mobile
phones and doesn’t mind us using them all the time. He thinks this way
he can find out where we are and check up on us. And my mum lets us
use the mobile phone all the time because she always calls us up when
she needs us to buy her stuff from the shops.
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Question 12

“Stars” magazine talks to Amin Saeed, leader of the AMANI band.

QUESTION:

AMIN:

QUESTION:

AMIN:

QUESTION:

AMIN:

QUESTION:

AMIN:

QUESTION:

AMIN:

AMANI band, why did you choose this particular name?

It’s a combination of my name, Amin and the other members’ names,
Anees and Yasser.

The band is now famous. Have fame and the spotlights changed your
lives?

Of course. We now travel to places we never dreamt of visiting. |
personally like meeting people from various cultures. The band members
like different types of foods. Regrettably, however, I personally don’t get
to spend time with my family. My mother has learnt to text message me
and this is wonderful however I miss her cooking a lot.

How do you describe your music?

The band members are all Australians of Arab background. We have
come from different Arab countries, most of which, unfortunately are at
war. Therefore we use Western and Eastern instruments to sing for peace
and love.

What are your future plans?

Our dream is to present reputable music and sing for peace in Arabic in
our homeland. We are now arranging a fund raising concert to help
orphans.

What is your advice to young people who wish to establish their own
band?

My advice is to practise daily. It is also important to listen to other bands
to come up with new ideas. Finally, don’t give up. Working in this
industry is not easy, neither is dealing with recording companies. But if
you need more advice you can call us and we would be prepared to assist.
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Question 13 (two emails)
Email 1

To: Wendy
Subject:  Invitation

Dear Wendy,

I hope you are fine. We agreed in our last meeting to travel to the UAE. The
opportunity is here now. In addition to my work during the week, I work at a
fast food outlet Saturdays and Sundays and I have decided to reduce my
shopping expenditure.

I am thinking of travelling in two months to Dubai. It’s because spring is
finishing there, and prices will be reduced during the shopping season.
Therefore, I have booked in to a budget hotel in Dubai, but I won’t confirm the
booking until I hear from you.

Wendy, please reply quickly so that I can notify my boss that I will be away
from work for two weeks. I need to tell him two weeks in advance. Also my
parents will not let me travel on my own. Your reply is very important. They
both know you well and trust you. That way we can share the cost.

Sarah.

Email 2

To: Sarah
Subject:  Invitation

Sarah,

Tell me why do you need extra work? I have saved the money you lent me a
few months ago and I will repay it when I see you. I spoke to my parents about
the trip and they have agreed. I have a close friend who likes travelling as we
do. Her name is Leanne. Can she come with us? We will save more because we
will share the costs among the three of us. Speak to your parents about this.

Sarah, don’t forget you need to see your doctor about the vaccination. I am
going to see my doctor next week.

I’1l see you soon to book the tickets together.

Wendy.
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Section III — Writing in Arabic
Part A

Question 15

To: Salwa
Subject:  Tracy’s birthday

Dear Salwa,

Do you know that Tracy’s birthday is next week? What do you think about
arranging a surprise birthday party? What day would you choose and where?
What about the present?

I hope to hear from you soon.

Hussam.
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Section I — Listening

Question 1

Outcomes assessed: H2.1

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
* Demonstrates a thorough understanding of the reasons the mother is angry 2
* Identifies some relevant detail 1

Sample answer:

Her son did not listen to her and did not come straight away to set table. He never helps her
around the house.

Question 3

Outcomes assessed: H2.2

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
* Demonstrates a good understanding of what the Star Centre offers 3
* Demonstrates some understanding of what the Star Centre offers 2
* Identifies some relevant details about the Star Centre 1

Sample answer:

The most famous Arab singers perform there. There is a special program on Saturday nights
with belly dancing and a door prize.
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Question 6

Outcomes assessed: H2.4

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
* Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of whether the supervisor is
justified in making his decision 4

» Supports response with relevant details

* Demonstrates a good understanding of whether the supervisor is justified in
making his decision 2-3

* Supports response with some relevant details

¢ Identifies some relevant detail 1

Sample answer:

The supervisor is justified as the initial agreement with Nada was that she would work on a full-
time basis. He was not given enough notice, particularly since Friday is a very busy day.
Nada’s suggested replacement is not suitable as she is new and inexperienced.
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Section I — Reading

Question 13 (a)

Outcomes assessed: H2.2

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
* Correctly identifies what the friends have agreed upon 1

Sample answer:

Travelling to the United Arab Emirates.

Question 13 (b)

Outcomes assessed: H2.2

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
* Demonstrates a thorough understanding of Sarah’s plan to save money 4
* Demonstrates a good understanding of Sarah’s plan to save money 2-3
* Identifies some relevant information 1

Sample answer:

She is working at a second job on the weekend. She has also decided to cut down on her
shopping expenses. She is also planning to go to Dubai when the prices are reduced. She would
share all the budget accommodation costs with her friend.

Question 13 (¢)

Outcomes assessed: H2.4

MARKING GUIDELINES
Criteria Marks
* Demonstrates a comprehensive understanding of what Sarah would have to 5
do upon receiving Wendy’s reply
* Demonstrates a good understanding of what Sarah would have to do upon 34
receiving Wendy’s reply
* Identifies some relevant information 1-2

Sample answer:

Sarah will have to ask her parents whether they will allow her to travel with a new person,
Leanne. She will have to apply for leave from her work and confirm the hotel booking as well
as get her vaccinations. She will meet with Wendy to book the tickets.
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Section III — Writing in Arabic

Part A
Question 14

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H3.1, H3.2, H3.3
MARKING GUIDELINES

Criteria

Marks

* Communicates ideas and information appropriate to audience, purpose and
context

* Applies knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and features to the
task

e Communicates with some awareness of audience, purpose and context

* Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and
features

2-3

* Produces some comprehensible language related to the task

Question 15

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H3.1, H3.2, H3.3
MARKING GUIDELINES

Criteria

Marks

* Communicates relevant ideas and information appropriate to audience,
purpose and context

* Organises information and ideas coherently

* Applies knowledge of a variety of vocabulary, language structures and
features to the task

e Communicates with some awareness of audience, purpose and context
* Organises ideas and information
* Demonstrates knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and features

45

* Demonstrates some understanding of the requirements of the task
* Demonstrates limited evidence of the ability to organise ideas

* Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and
features

2-3

* Produces some comprehensible language related to the task
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Part B
Question 16

Outcomes assessed: H1.1, H1.2, H1.3, H3.1, H3.2, H3.3
MARKING GUIDELINES

Criteria

Marks

* Presents and develops original ideas, information and/or opinions relevant
to context, purpose and audience

* Organises information and ideas coherently

* Demonstrates knowledge of a variety of vocabulary, language structures
and features

* Presents and develops original ideas, information and/or opinions mostly
relevant to context, purpose and audience

* Organises information and ideas

* Demonstrates some knowledge of a variety of vocabulary, language
structures and features

* Presents and develops some ideas, information and/or opinions relevant to
context, purpose and audience

* Organises information and ideas with some coherence

* Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and
features

¢ Presents some information relevant to the task

* Demonstrates elementary knowledge of vocabulary, language structures and
features

34

* Produces some comprehensible language related to the task
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Conversation

20 marks

Outcomes assessed: HIl.1, H1.2, HI1.3
MARKING GUIDELINES

Criteria

Marks

» Converses effectively by exchanging relevant information, opinions and
comment

* Uses acceptable intonation and pronunciation

* Demonstrates an excellent control of a variety of vocabulary and language
structures

17-20

* Converses using relevant information and opinions
» Uses acceptable intonation and pronunciation in most instances
* Demonstrates a sound knowledge of vocabulary and language structures

13-16

» Expresses relevant information and opinions in response to questions
* Demonstrates some knowledge of vocabulary and language structures

9-12

* Responds to simple questions, using single words and some formulaic
expressions

* Demonstrates a basic knowledge of vocabulary and language structures

5-8

* Achieves minimal communication through the use of single words and
formulaic expressions
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2009 HSC Specimen Examination Mapping Grid

For each item in the examination, this mapping grid shows the marks allocated, the syllabus content and syllabus
outcomes it relates to, and the bands on the performance scale it is targeting. If an item is shown as targeting

Bands 3-5, it indicates that candidates who demonstrate overall performance equivalent to the Band 3 descriptions
should be able to score some marks on the item, while those who perform at Band 5 or above could reasonably be
expected to gain high marks on the item. In the case of one-mark items, candidates who demonstrate performance at or
above the bands shown could usually be expected to answer the item correctly.

Question Marks Content Syllabus Targeted
(Topic — Text Type) outcomes performance
bands
Oral Examination
20 Copversation covering the candifiate’s personal world H1.1,H12, H13 )6
as it relates to the prescribed topics
Written Examination
Section I — Listening
1 2 Family life, home and neighbourhood — conversation | H2.1 2-3
2 1 People, places and communities — advertisement H2.5 2-3
3 3 Friends, recreation and pastimes — announcement H2.2 2-4
4 3 Friends, recreation and pastimes — conversation H2.4 2-4
5 4 Friends, recreation and pastimes — conversation H2.3 2-4
6 4 Education and work — conversation H2.4 2-5
7 4 People, places and communities — news item H2.3 2-5
8 4 Friends, recreation and pastimes — conversation H2.1,H2.4 2-6
9 5 Family life, home and neighbourhood — conversation | H2.1, H2.4 2-6
Section II — Reading
10 4 Holidays, travel and tourism — postcard H2.4 2-4
11 (a) 1 Friends, recreation and pastimes — internet chat H2.2 2-3
11 (b) 2 Friends, recreation and pastimes — internet chat H2.2 2-3
11 (¢) 4 Friends, recreation and pastimes — internet chat H2.2 2-5
12 (a) 1 People, places and communities — magazine interview | H2.1, H2.2 2-3
12 (b) 2 People, places and communities — magazine interview | H2.1 2-3
12 (¢) 2 People, places and communities — magazine interview | H2.1 2-3
12 (d) 4 People, places and communities — magazine interview | H2.1 2-5
13 (a) 1 Holidays, travel and tourism — email H2.2 2-3
13 (b) 4 Holidays, travel and tourism — email H2.2 2-4
13 (¢) 5 Holidays, travel and tourism — email H2.4 2-6
Section III — Writing in Arabic
Part A
. . H1.1,H1.2,H1.3
14 4 Holidays, travel and tourism — postcard H3.1. H3.2. H3.3 2-5
. . . . H1.1,H1.2,H1.3
15 6 Friends, recreation and pastimes — email H3.1. H3.2. H3.3 2-6
Part B
16 (a) 10 Holidays, travel and tourism — letter g;}: g;;: g;g 2-6
16 (b) 10 Friends, recreation and pastimes — letter HIL.I H12, HI.3 2-6

H3.1,H3.2,H3.3




ARABIC BEGINNERS PERFORMANCE BANDS

The typical performancein this band:

Band 6

Communicates effectively across arange of topicsin Arabic

Writes cohesive, well-structured texts appropriate to a range of audiences,
purposes or contexts

Demonstrates an excellent control of vocabulary and language structures
Demonstrates an excellent understanding of arange of texts by identifying their
audience, purpose and context; by interpreting and summarising information;
and by drawing conclusions and justifying opinions about them

Band 5

Communicates across a range of topicsin Arabic

Writes cohesive texts appropriate to audience, purpose and context
Demonstrates a good control of vocabulary and language structures
Demonstrates a good understanding of arange of texts by identifying their
audience, purpose and context; by interpreting and summarising information;
and by drawing some conclusions and justifying opinions about them

Band 4

Communicates ideas and information in Arabic

Writes texts with some regard to audience, purpose and context, linking ideas
and information

Demonstrates some control of vocabulary and language structures
Demonstrates a general understanding of and identifies some specific
information in arange of texts

Band 3

Communicates some ideas and information in familiar contextsin Arabic
Writes texts with some regard to purpose

Demonstrates a basic knowledge of Arabic vocabulary and applies Arabic
grammar and syntax inconsistently

Demonstrates a general understanding of straightforward texts and identifies
some specific information in more complex ones

Band 2

Understands some simple questions and responds in comprehensible Arabic
Writes some words, phrases and sentences in comprehensible Arabic
I dentifies some information in texts

Band 1
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